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Ephesians 5.1,2~Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children;
and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for
us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

Ephesians 5.1,2 TEV—Since you are God’s dear children, you must try
to be like him. Your life must be controlled by love, just as Christ loved
us and gave his life for us as a sweet-smelling offering and sacrifice that
pleases Ged.

Ephesians 5.1,2 NET—Therefore, be imitators of God as dearly loved
children and live in love, just as Christ also loved us and gave himself
for us, a sacrificial and fragrant offering to God.

Ephesians 5.1,2 AMP-THEREFORE BE imitators of God [copy Him
and follow His example], as well-beloved children [imitate their father].
And walk in love, [esteeming and delighting in one another] as Christ
loved us and gave Himself up for us, a slain offering and sacrifice to
God [for you, so that it became] a sweet fragrance.

Ephesians 5.1,2 REB—In a word, as God’s dear children, you must be
like him. Live in love as Christ loved you and gave himself up on your
behalf, an offering and sacrifice whose fragrance is pleasing to God.

Ephesians 5.1,2 The Message—Watch what God does, and then you
do it, like children who learn proper behavior from their parents.
Mostly what God does is love you. Keep company with him and learn
a life of love. Observe how Christ loved us. His love was not cautious
but extravagant. He didn’t love in order to get something from us but
to give everything of himself to us. Love like that.

Romans 13.10—Love is the fulfillment of the law.

Galatians 5.14—For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the state-
ment, “ YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELE.”

James 2.8-1f, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to
the Scripture, “ YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOUR-
SELF,” you are doing well.

Exodus 19.18—Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke because the LORD
descended upon it in fire; and its smoke ascended like the smoke of a
furnace, and the whole mountain quaked violently.

Hebrews 5.11-6.2—Concerning him we have much to say, and it is
hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. For though by

“God is Love.” —1 John 4:8

* Al Scripture References are from the updated New American Standard Bible unless otherwise noted.




this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone
to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you
have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes
only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is
an infant. But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice
have their senses trained to discern good and evil. Therefore leaving
the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity,
not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and

of faith toward God, of instruction about washings and laying on of
hands, and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment.

2 Corinthians 5.14, 15—For the love of Christ controls us, having con-
cluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and He died for
all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for
Him who died and rose again on their behalf.

1 Corinthians 13.5—Love does not seek its own . . .

1 John 4.19-We love, because He first loved us.

1 John 4.7-9-Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God;

| and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. The one who

does not love does not know God, for God is love. By this the love of
God was manifested to us, that God has sent His only begotten Son
into the world so that we might live through Him.

Ephesians 3.14-19-For this reason 1 bow my knees before the Father, from
whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, that He would
grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power
through His Spirit in the inner man, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able
to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height
and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that
you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.

Luke 2.34,35—And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His
mother, “Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many
in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed —and a sword will pierce even
your own soul — to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be
revealed.”

Psalms 88.1-5—0 LORD, the God of my salvation, [ have cried out
by day and in the night before You. Let my prayer come before You;
Incline Your ear to my cry! For my soul has had enough troubles, And
my life has drawn near to Sheol. [ am reckoned among those who go
down to the pit; | have become like a man without strength, Forsaken
among the dead, Like the slain who lie in the grave, Whom You re-
member no more, And they are cut off from Your hand.
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